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This Planning Report entitled "Nevada's Water HBesourcea”
iz one of @ series of reports being prepared as a part of the
development of the State Water Plan. This report was prepared
by Bruce R. Scott and Thomas J. Smales of the Division of Water
Resources amd F. Eugene Rush and A. 5. Van Denbuzgh of the 7. 5.
Gealogical Survey,

Moat of the infermation presented in the report is a
product of the copperative program between the U, 5. Seolegical
Survey and the State of Wevada. Much of the data are from Waker
RBespurces Bullebing and Water Resources Reconnaissance Series
reports of the Mevada Division of Water Rescurces, Department
4f Conservation and Hatural Resourcos.

& hydrolegic summary is presented for the State and
average anhual precipitation, average growing seasons, surface
water runoff. ground water recharge, peremnial vields, and system
¥ielde are given for the 232 hydrographic areas of the atate,
Blso made a part of the report is a map of Hevada which shows
estimated amounte of surface and ground water flow between hydro-
graphic areas, both natural and manmade. The map also shews annual
runcll, perennial yield and ground weter storage in the bop 100
teet of aaturated deposits,

The larger and better known springs of Hevada are identified
in the report and the surface area and capacity of the principal
resecvairs and lakes of Hevada are given. Areas known to have poor
gquality greund water are aleo shown.

This report constitutes an inventory of the water resources
of the state and represents the water supply presently available
Lo Mevada.

Respectiully,
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WATER FOR NEVADA

NEVADA'S
WATER
RESOURCES

INTRODUCTION

&lthough water is a5 necessary to life on earth as
air, its supply is not as universally well distributed. It
has therefore been the subject of a wast body of
research and scientific study,

In an arid state like Nevada, where it is regarded
as more valuable tham the precious metals |wing
beneath this rugaed terrain, the search for water hag
inspired hope, dreams — and rumor. And nearly all of
these have been as recurring — and as flesting — as
mirages. For instance, someone drilling for oil in the
Las Yegas Valley once reported he had “discoverad™
an underground river — a river 50 large that it would
have solvad all of the water problems in southern
Mevada for generations. Unhappily, of course, the
dizcovery could nevar be substantiated.

It is the purpose of this report, the result of 100
years of study and research, to aveid the dreams and
rumars, and to lay out the facts and figures regarding
Nevada's water resourcas. Through that method it
will undarscore the premise that until such time as
genuine new underground sources are discoveared, or
waather modification is perfected, or water imported,
Meyada must recognize what her resources are and
how best to use them.

PART 1

History

Cultivation in Nevada began in a modern sznze
almest a5 soon a5 the white settlers arrived, As nearly
as can be determined, the earliest priority of use of
water for irrigation took place in 1848, when a3
pionear took water from the Mexican and Dutch Mick

Ditch near Empira, on the Carson River, presumably
for the irrigation of meadow grasses. However, the
first specific mention in historical records of irri-
gation was at Mormon Station (now Genea), Indi-
vidual settlers raised irrigated crops 0 SUpport
themsalves, and to supply the gold seekers who
passed through the area on their way to California.

Mot long afterwards, a small Mormon dutpost at
Las Vegas was established as a way station on the
road from the Utah settlements to Southern Cali-
fornia points. As near as may be ascertained, the
construction on June 18, 1855 of an irrigation
diversion in Las Vegas Creek by the Las Vegas
colonists — they called this diversion a sect — marked
the beginning of the first organized irrigation System
in the present State of Mevada. From this diversion a
systam of ditches was laid out to irrigate the colony's
75 acres of craop and garden area.

Mevada forester-historian, Victor Goodwin has
delved into the history of this maodest but successful
community at Las Vegas — the first Mormon settla-
ment to be established in Southern Mevada — and
written this description, which illustrates the signifi-
cance of irrigation in those early days to the growth
of the arid State of Mevada:

“On June 14, 1855, most of the 30-man
colonizing group from Great Salt Lake Vallay
arrived in the Las Vegas VWallay meadows, along
the Old Spanish Trail about four miles below the
two large artesian springs which formed the
source of the Las Vegas Wash. [Thess springs are
now incorporated in a large city water resenaoir,
which covers thair site.)






